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™ MATTER OF F ACT ==

L=——oxBy JOSEPH and STEWART ALSOP =———
CPYRGHI - New “New Look”

— WASHINGTON. | 'peace” propaganda’;strengthened
Secretaly of State Dean G.|the scientists’ prod'ding,’ of the
Acheson jhas just appointed an/State Department. The result- was
impressively  distinguished com-|the new committee® ‘abbointed by
mittee tg take a fresh-eyed “new|Acheson. -Appointment of this
look™uf the problems of disarma-|committee in effect broadens the
ment and atomic energy control.|scope of the- scientists’ re-exami-
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Dr.|nation of the atomic problem, and
Vannevar "Bush, president John|also puts it on ‘an official basis, -
Dickey, of Dartmouth, and Allen| The stated purpose of the new
W. Dulles, of the Central Intelli-|committee is  to .prepare fresh
gence Ageticy, are the men ¢hoseri|American proposals ‘for disarma-
to undertake this grave respon-'ment and atomic exergy control,
sibility, o ... |if these can be devised, In briefing
It Is hard.to imagine a bigger|the committee members, the State
job, ¢r to name a more imposing |Department policy makers rather
commiiftee. ~ It js also hard to|plainly indicated that they did not
think -of any, major development|hope for important results, but
which ‘has been greeted with such|thought- a try had to be made for
blank -disinterest. For both rea-|the look of thé thing abroad. The
sons, this attempt at a new “new|committee members responded
look” -symbolizes one of the hasic|that they. would do the job in
dilemmias of cur time. - earnest, with=éntirely open minds.
Acheson’s#ecision to name the| The commiitee has now selected
committée Had somewhat diverse/McGeorge Bundy, biographer of
origins., On the one hand, a group|Henry L. Stimson, as its sgcretary-
of leading scientists became deeply|field:worker and the great task is
concerned, a good many months|in hand. No one can predict the
l]ago, becdlise they. thought the|outcome, but certain obvious facts

latomic armaments race was get- [AY at least be nated. .

£

iting out 6f control. ©o A West Grows " Complacent .
, These scientists foresaw the| First and foremost this ‘country,
fortheonfttig exblosion of an Amer-land “indeed - the:"whole ~ Western

lcan hydrogen bomb, announced World, has growft terrifyingly com-.
in this space not long ago. They|placent aboul; the'atomit problem.
also forédaw the eventual explo-|It is as thoi 8 matr had. lived in
sion of & Soviet hydrogen bomb.|a cave with a tiger for so long that
They nef-kotiayrally shrank back|be began t6 forget fhe beast’s pres-
from thg.nrospget of a world di-lence, even though the “tiger was
nto. ‘two vast, contending growing  bigger- and hungrier all
power grdlipings, both brandish-|the: time. The era’ of the atomic
ing  world-destroying ‘wegpong bomb is just about to ‘merge into
Hence'" these scientists, among|the era of the hydrogen bomb.
whom Dr, Oppenheimer is reported Soviet strategic air bower is being
to have ‘been active, launched a|constantly ncreased, The era of
new look at thé atomic' energy/loNg-range missiles may not be far
problem on théir own initiative, |0ff. Yet our complaceney is plain
o . for all to see, = |,
.'_l‘roub19 in the U..N. With such “ferrible dangers
The® effort; of* the sclentists, hanging over us;: something elose
which was conducted at & highlto an effective Lir defense has
level, inevitgbly tended to drag|suddenly become, practical. But it
the whole :grim skeleton of atomic|will- he costly and burdensome—
energy out.of the closet. Mean-|the bill for the air defense of the
while,. on® thg other hand, the|United States alone may run into
American polity makers were also|tens of billlons of dollars, Hence
running into tfoyble in the United|the effort {0 build an effective air
Nations Disarmament Commission: degense is fnpj, ben‘ﬂ;}g:.r ma.(ge, and
TR . only a ew  enthusiasts are
wr'fa}rlxe gl?eustl’é% n?egélgurlr?:g y‘:ﬁf_’ troubled by this omission. Fore-
N A most among -these, -incjdentally,
nounced that we:would make a are the scientists whose look
bold new . propt¥4l to the U. N., - o W0Se Dew loo
bold - - hen at the. atomic probleni led them
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